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CAERPHILLY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Caerphilly,  Glam. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

In  his  1964  Annual  Report  a Medical  Officer  for  another  area 
questioned  the  value  of  these  Reports,  complained  of  the  amount 
of  time  taken  in  their  compilation  and  suggested  that  the  statistical 
returns  made  to  the  Ministry  should  in  themselves  be  considered 
adequate. 

In  the  rat  race  of  modern  living  when  executive  time  is  at  a 
premium  it  is  possible  that  these  views  have  much  to  commend  them, 
and  certainly  the  great  majority  of  Medical  Officers  to  whom  I have 
spoken  regard  the  annual  preparation  of  their  Report  as  an  intensely 
tedious  chore  to  be  postponed  until  the  latest  possible  date.  My  own 
Report  could  hardly  have  been  delayed  any  longer  than  is  in  fact  the 
case.  In  my  own  defence,  however,  I should  add  that  this  delay  is  a 
legacy  of  habit  from  before  my  time  and  is  far  from  being  entirely  due 
to  mere  procrastination.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  many  of 
us  find  excuses — the  most  readily  accepted  being,  “pressure  of  work” — 
to  postpone  our  legal  duty  in  this  respect. 

Nevertheless,  I cannot  agree  that  the  annual  published  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  an  outdated  luxury  which  could  well 
be  dispensed  w ith.  As  a historical  document  it  is  of  immense  value, 
since  the  comments  of  the  Medical  Officer  traced  year  by  year  through 
the  decades  of  the  present  century  provide  a fascinating  insight  into 
the  trends  of  public  opinion  and  into  the  progress  of  medical  science. 
Contemporary  medico-social  problems  are  highlighted,  and  the  stat- 
istical tables  show  how  mortality  and  morbidity  patterns  have  changed. 

In  a more  immediate  sense  the  Reports  are  of  considerable 
value  in  that  they  are  fairly  widely  circulated  amongst  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  and  the  learned  comments  of  distinguished  Medical  Officers 
are  frequently  published  in  the  medical  press,  with  the  result  that  other 
Medical  Officers  can  be  kept  up  to  date  on  current  medical  thinking. 
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The  Annual  Report  gives  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a 
platform  on  which  to  air  his  views,  without  relying  upon  the  whims 
of  publishers  or  the  conference  rostrum  to  put  these  across  to  a wider 
audience. 

For  these  reasons  alone  I would  be  very  reluctant  to  accept 
any  major  change  in  the  present  system,  in  spite  of  the  apparant  super- 
fluity of  much  of  the  information  contained  in  present  day  Reports. 

From  the  historical  standpoint,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  pre- 
ceding paragraphs,  one  of  my  early  duties  in  this  Report  is  to  con- 
gratulate Councillor  A.  D.  Jones,  the  Chairman  of  the  Council’s  Public 
Health  Committee  upon  the  commencement  of  his  term  of  office 
as  Chairman  of  the  Council  in  May  1964,  and  also  welcome  Councillor 
S.  H.  Butcher,  who  at  the  same  time  took  over  the  vacated  office  as 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  also  necessary  to  report  the  sad  death 
of  Dr.  W.  R.  Nash,  my  predecessor  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
passed  away  in  June,  1964.  Dr.  Nash  survived  his  retirement  by  less 
than  two  years,  during  much  of  which  time  he  was  in  poor  health.  In 
his  untimely  passing  Caerphilly  has  lost  a character  who  will  very  long 
be  remembered.  He  had  influenced  the  health  of  the  area  for  26  years 
and  the  vast  improvements  which  were  made  during  that  long  period, 
despite  the  conditions  of  war,  and  its  aftermath,  are  largely  his  legacy 
to  future  generations. 

In  my  Report  for  1963  I made  comment  on  the  inadequacy 
of  the  staffing  strength  of  the  Fublic  Health  Inspectorate  of  my  Dep- 
ment,  and  I anticipated  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Inspector 
in  1964.  In  the  event  Mr.  Rosser  Harries  commenced  duties  as  an 
additional  Public  Plealth  Inspector  on  the  1st  July  1964,  and  his  duties 
from  that  time  have  been  almost  exclusively  concerned  with  the 
administration  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  of 
1963,  which' came  into  operation  in  1964.  The  implications  of  this  Act 
as  they  affect  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department  are  very 
extensive  and  more  details  are  given  of  the  work  involved  elsewhere 
in  my  Report.  Mr.  Harries  has  had  22  years  of  experience  as  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  which  added  to  the  32  years  of  Mr.  Liddington, 
the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  17  years  of  Mr.  Davies, 
places  the  Authority  in  the  extremely  fortunate  position  of  having 
a highly  skilled  and  well-trained  team  available  to  undertake  the  duties 
required  of  them.  The  qualification  standards  required  of  present 
day  Public  Health  Inspectors  ensures  that  Local  Authorities  are 
employing  men  of  the  highest  technical  calibre.  Their  statutory 
duties  and  professional  responsibility  are  far  removed  from  the  public 
image  of  “smells  and  drains  man”  wffffch  still  lingers  from  the  days 


9 


of  the  old  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  their  status  should  be  recognised 
accordingly. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  Mr. Keith  Morgan,  who  received 
his  practical  training  with  this  Department  qualified  at  the  age  of 
of  22  years  in  the  summer  of  the  year  under  review,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  as  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Salford  Auth- 
ority on  a scale  rising  to  A.P.T.  IV. 

I have  mentioned  the  public  image  of  the  old  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  phrase,  “public  image”  is  a much  over-used  one  these  days  and 
thinking  up  new  ways  of  saying  the  same  thing  without  being  quite  so 
blunt  about  it,  or  without  causing  offence  in  the  light  of  modern 
word  usage,  has  become  a popular  game  in  administrative  circles. 
Imbeciles  and  idiots,  though  they  are  still  as  imbecilic  and  idiotic  as 
they  ever  were,  are  now  “severely  sub-normal”;  the  partially  deaf 
and  partially  blind  are  now  “partially  hearing”  and  “partially  sighted” 
respectively;  the  term  “abortion”  has,  in  its  public  image,  come  to  be 
associated  with  cattle  and  criminals.  Medically  speaking  this  is  syn- 
onymous with  “miscarriage”,  which  the  public  has  chosen  as  the  more 
refined  way  of  describing  a mother’s  accidental  loss  of  her  baby. 
The  examples  of  this  trend  are  legion,  and  far  from  decrying  it,  it  could 
be  said  that  I actually  encouraged  it  in  my  recommendation  to  the 
Health,  Sewage  and  Cemeteries  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  1964 
that  its  name  should  be  changed  to  simply  Public  Health  Committee. 
I could  not  see  that  sewage  and  cemeteries  had  any  greater  claim  to 
be  singled  out  for  individual  mention  in  the  name  of  the  Committee 
than  had,  for  example,  meat  inspection,  atmospheric  pollution,  etc. 
The  purist  in  the  terminological  rat  race  would  probably  go  a stage 
further  and  suggest  that  the  word  “public”  be  dropped  from  the  name, 
linking  it  in  his  mind’s  eye  with  public  lavatories,  public  nuisances, 
public  houses,  and  the  like.  But  there  is  value  in  the  retention  of  this 
word  at  the  district  authority  level  since  it  emphasises  the  all-pervading 
environmental  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  as  opposed 
to  the  personal  services  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee. 

Whilst  still  on  the  subject  of  “public  image”  I have  often 
wondered  what  the  man  in  the  street  knows  about  the  workings  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority  at  both  District  and  County  levels,  and  their 
place  in  the  National  Health  Service  in  relation  to  the  General  Prac- 
titioner and  hospital  sections.  This  brings  me  on  to  the  subject  of 
health  education,  a subject  in  which  I am  personally  very  interested, 
and  one  which  offers  very  great  scope  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  future.  In  the  past  the  battle  against  disease  was  largely  a clinical 
one,  with  advances  in  curative  techniques  bringing  about  dramatic 
reductions  in  the  incidence  of  disease.  More  and  more,  however,  the 
further  reduction  in  morbidity  figures  will  be  dependent  upon  aware- 
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ness  by  the  public  of  ways  and  means  of  prevention.  The  relationship 
of  promiscuity  to  venereal  disease  ; of  smoking  to  lung  cancer  and 
bronchitis  ; of  lack  of  personal  hygiene  to  food  poisoning,  and  of 
drunken  driving  to  road  accidents,  are  already  widely  understood. 
The  publicity  given  to  them  must  eventually  produce  some  response 
from  the  public  at  large,  in  the  same  way  as  an  appreciation  of  the 
dangers  of  spitting  in  relation  to  tuberculosis  infection  has  produced 
a nation-wdde  revulsion  to  this  habit  with  the  virtual  disappearance 
of  the  ornately  decorated  and  previously  socially  accepted  spittoon. 

Running  parallel  with  health  education  on  these  specific  hazards, 
there  is  an  equal  need  for  educating  the  public  in  the  facilities  and 
services  which  are  available  to  them,  in  order  that  they  may  know  the 
quarters  from  wrhich  help  can  be  forthcoming  in  times  of  stress.  Every- 
one should  know  why  there  is  a Public  Health  Department  at  the  Local 
Council  Offices.  It  should  be  understood,  too,  why  money  from  the 
rate  fund  should  be  directed  into  payment  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses,  Midwives, 
Horne  Helps,  Pest  Officers  and  the  other  workers  of  the  Health  Dep- 
artments. They  should  know  what  these  workers  do  and  they  should 
also  know  how  to  make  use  of  their  services.  This  kind  of  image  pro- 
motion is,  therefore,  another  aspect  of  health  education  and  one  which 
must  not  be  forgotten.  During  1964  the  Committee  agreed,  in  principle, 
to  the  staging  of  an  exhibition  to  depict  the  work  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  as  this  Report  is  being  written  during  1965  it  is  pleasing 
to  comment  on  the  success  of  this  venture  when  it  was  held  at  the 
former  Twyn  Chapel,  now  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  in  the  heart 
of  the  town  area.  No  doubt  I shall  be  commenting  more  on  this  event 
in  my  Report  for  1965. 

Before  closing  these  introductory  paragraphs  I should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  colleagues  in  other  branches  of 
the  National  Health  Service  and  also  the  staff  of  my  own  department 
for  their  co-operation  and  loyalty  throughout  1964. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

D.  J.  ANDERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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THE  CAERPHILLY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Before  embarking  on  the  substance  of  my  Report,  I consider 
it  advisable  to  include  a few  paragraphs  about  the  Caerphilly  Urban 
District  itself  by  way  of  introduction.  Long  thought  of  as  being  in 
the  heart  of  the  Welsh  coalfields,  it  also  has  a rural  association  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public,  having  given  its  name  to  the  widely  popular  cheese. 
Coal  mining  is  a diminishing  activity  and,  alas,  the  cheese 
is  at  present  manufactured  locally  by  only  one  or  two  farmers,  being 
of  no  direct  commercial  benefit  to  the  town.  There  are  hopes  that 
this  latter  situation  will  soon  be  remedied.  The  bulk  of  the  supplies 
in  1964  were  produced  in  agricultural  districts  where  apparently  milk 
supplies  are  more  readily  available.  Nevertheless,  the  Council  has  gone 
to  great  pains  and  expense  to  promote  the  picture  of  a progressive 
and  industrial  area  with  attractive  facilities  being  offered  for  the 
construction  of  new  factories  and  the  establishment  of  new  trades. 
That  the  drive  has  been  successful  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  now  over  200  factory  premises  in  the  area,  which  covers  13,950 
acres. 


Although  the  main  township  of  Caerphilly  itself  lies  in  a hollow, 
surrounded  by  mountains  which  separate  it  from  Cardiff  and  the 
Bristol  Channel  some  7 miles  to  the  south,  the  population  of  36,890 
(estimated)  is  dispersed  amongst  a number  of  discrete  smaller  town- 
ships situated  in  the  valleys  radiating  from  the  main  basin.  Thus  the 
nominal  centres  of  the  Urban  Area’s  nine  Wards  are  in  some  cases 
separated  by  several  miles  of  attractive  green  countryside  and  well 
tended  farmsteads.  The  monotony  of  row  upon  row  of  stone  built 
terraced  miners’  cottages  which  characterises  so  much  of  the  South 
Wales  coalfield  is  thereby  relieved. 

From  the  public  health  point  of  view,  the  nature  of  the  area  is 
of  interest  in  that  it  provides  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his 
staff  with  a full  variety  of  work  which  can  be  associated  with  either  an 
industrial  area  on  the  one  hand,  or  a rural  farming  area  on  the  other. 

Tables  I and  II  summarise  the  statistics  of  the  Urban  Area 
for  1964.  The  figures  relating  to  births  and  deaths  in  relation  to  other 
parts  of  the  Administrative  County  appear  on  another  page. 

In  comparing  the  1964  figures  with  those  of  1963,  the  trends 
even  from  one  year  to  the  next  show  the  developing  nature  of  the  Caer- 
philly Urban  District,  and  also  the  generally  improving  nature  of  the 
health  of  the  community.  The  birth  rate  is  up  and  the  death  rate  is 
down.  The  increasing  population  is  being  catered  for  by  the  building 
of  many  new  houses  owned  both  privately  and  by  the  Council. 
The  falling  off  in  the  number  of  Council  houses  completed  is  purely  a 
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temporary  one,  due  to  the  fact  that  1964  was  an  intermediate  one  in 
the  Council’s  building  programme  between  the  completion  of  some 
development  sites  and  the  commencment  of  others. 

TABLE  I (Vital  Statistics) 

1963  1964 

Liver  Births  (registered)  689  782 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  18.47  20.78 

Deaths 415  402 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  14.76  13.13 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  274  380 

Deaths  under  1 year  18  20 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  26.12  25.58 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  18.86 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

Still-births  37.41 

TABLE  II  (General  Statistics) 

1963  1964 

Area  (Land)  13,950  13,950  acres 

Population  (Estimated  mid  1963)64  36,560  36,390 

Total  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  9,908  10,193 

Total  Number  of  Council  Owned  Houses  2,706  2,760 

Total  Number  of  National  Coal  Board  Houses  719  719 

Total  Number  of  Privately  Owned  Houses  6,483  6,666 

Total  Number  of  New  Council  Houses 

completed  1963/64  99  48 

Total  Number  of  Privately  Owned  Houses 

completed  1963/64  259  227 

Estimated  Number  of  persons  per  Occupied  House  3.6  3.6 

Rateable  Value  £804,049  £829,319 

Rateable  Value  of  Industrial  Premises  £192,120  £263,363 

Rateable  Value  of  Residential  Premises  £382,030  £402,092 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  £3,172  £3,274 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
TABLE  III 

Adjusted  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  Infant  Mortality  and  Neo- 
natal Mortality  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area  compared  with  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  from  1956  to  1964. 


Year 

Adjusted  Birth 
Rate/ 1000 
population 

Adjusted  Death 
Rate./ 1000 
population 

Infant  Mort. 
Rate /1 000 
Live  Birth 

Neonatal 
(under 
4 Wks) 
Mort.  Rate/ 
1000 

Live  Births 
Caerphilly) 

Eng. 

and 

Wales 

Caer- 

philly 

Eng. 

and 

Wales 

Caer- 

philly 

Eng. 

and 

Wales 

Caer- 

philly 

( 

1956 

15.6 

19.56 

11.7 

14.70 

23.8 

27.49 

15.71 

1957 

16.1 

16.95 

11.5 

12.73 

23.0 

31.53 

22.52 

1958 

16.4 

17.73 

11.7 

12.84 

22.5 

22.82 

15.69 

1959 

16.5 

16.01 

11.6 

13.90 

22.0 

37.69 

26.69 

1960 

17.1 

18.02 

11.5 

12.45 

21.7 

33.29 

26.35 

1961 

17.4 

18.74 

12.0 

15.09 

21.4 

32.44 

21.16 

1962 

18.0 

19.07 

11.9 

14.89 

21.4 

20.63 

12.38 

1963 

18.2 

18.47 

12.2 

14.76 

20.9 

26.12 

18.86 

1964 

18.4 

20.78 

11.3 

13.13 

20.0 

25.58 

17.9 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be 

seen  that  the  birth  rate  in 

Caerphilly  Urban  Area  continues  to  be  in  excess  of  the  national  average. 
This  is  as  would  be  expected  in  a predominantly  working  class  area 
where  families  tend  to  be  bigger.  As  a rather  broad  generalisation 
it  is  also  true  that  the  standard  of  infant  care  in  large  families  is  often, 
though  of  course,  not  invariably  at  a poorer  level  than  in  small  families, 
and  it  may  be  that  this  is  one  factor  for  the  continuing  above  average  of 
the  infant  mortality  rate. 


Adjusted  Rates  include  in  the  Caerphilly  figures  births  and 
deaths  which  have  taken  place  outside  the  Caerphilly  Urban  District 
area  of  persons  whose  normal  place  of  residence  is  within  the  area. 
Births  and  deaths  occurring  within  the  area  of  persons  normally  res- 
ident outside  the  area  are  also  transferred  out  from  the  Caerphilly 
figures  to  the  appropriate  Authority.  Crude  Rates  refer  to  the  births 
and  deaths  in  the  area  before  appropriate  adjustment  has  taken  place. 
The  difference  in  the  two  figures  can  be  significant,  e.g.  the  Adjusted 
Death  Rate  of  13.13  is  above  the  national  average,  whereas  the  Crude 
Rate  is  only  10.10,  below  the  11.13  national  average.  This  reflects  the 
fact  that  many  Caerphilly  residents  leave  the  area  to  die  often  because 
they  are  transferred  to  the  big  hospitals  in  Cardiff,  Newport  and  else- 
where. 
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In  seeking  ways  to  reduce  the  number  of  children  who  die  in 
the  early  days  of  life, the  principal  research  is  now  being  directed  towards 
the  elimination  of  various  causes  of  stillbirth,  and  also  of  those  causes 
of  death  within  the  first  few  days  of  life,  since  it  is  during  birth  and 
immediately  afterwards  that  the  baby  is  most  at  risk.  The  neonatal 
mortality  rate  of  deaths  per  thousand  live  births  within  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life  is,  therefore,  being  largely  replaced  in  statistical  returns 
by  the  perinatal  mortality  which  is  the  number  of  stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  w;eek  expressed  as  a rate  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  stillbirths  have  been  seriously  included  in 
our  consideration  of  the  problems  of  early  infant  deaths.  The  peri- 
natal mortality  rate  in  the  Caerphilly  District  for  1964  was  37.41.  A 
number  of  research  programmes  are  being  mounted  on  a national 
level  and  it  is  also  planned  to  conduct  a local  survey  to  discover 
whether  there  are  any  local  factors  to  explain  why  this  figure  should 
be  higher  than  the  national  rate  of  28.2. 


GLAMORGAN  (Administrative  County)  Vital  Statistics,  1964. 

Table  IV  on  the  following  page  is  the  usual  annual  reproduction 
of  statistics  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  Public  Health 
Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff.  My  annual  comment  that  the  small 
numbers  involved  from  district  to  district  make  the  comparison  of 
rates  statistically  an  inaccurate  exercise.  It  will  be  noticed,  however, 
that  the  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  of  the  District  is  well  in  excess  of  the 
rate  for  the  Administrative  County,  being  in  fact  the  third  highest 
of  any  district  in  the  County.  The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is  lower  than 
the  County  Rate  as  is  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  though  the  Perinatal 
Mortality  Rate  is  higher  than  the  County  Rate. 

I have  often  made  the  comment  that  where  the  numbers  are 
small  the  consideration  of  rates  per  thousand  is  a very  unwise  exercise, 
and  this  is  very  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  Perinatal  Mortality  figures. 
I would  draw  the  reader’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Municipal 
Borough  of  Cowbridge  where  there  were  only  12  births  in  the  year, 
one  child  had  the  misfortune  to  die  in  the  first  week  of  life.  In  any 
series  of  12  births  the  likelihood  of  one  dying  is,  in  fact,  pretty  remote, 
and  it  is  a sad  state  of  affairs  that  this  one  isolated  death  should  produce 
for  this  small  authority  an  alarming  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  of  76.92. 
Had  the  child  lived  the  Rate  would  have  been  zero. 
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ILLEGITIMACY 


TABLE  V.  Illegitimate  Births  in  the  Area  from  1960  1964. 
Compared  with  the  National  Figures 


Year 


Total  England  and 

Number  of  Number  Rate /1 000  Wales 

Births  Illegitimate  Rate/1000 


1960 

721 

26 

36.06 

54 

1961 

709 

19 

26.06 

59.8 

1962 

727 

34 

46.8 

66.0 

1963 

689 

30 

43.5 

69.2 

1964 

782 

37 

47.3 

72.5 

The  above  Table  shows  how  the  England  and  Wales  Illegitimacy 
Rate  is  gradually  creeping  up,  although  the  figures  with  which  we 
are  dealing  in  the  Caerphilly  Area  are  fairly  small  it  seems  that  this 
trend  is  also  reflected  in  the  local  figures.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
the  illegitimacy  rate  per  thousand  in  the  Caerphilly  Area  is  considerably 
less  than  the  National  Rate.  It  compares  favourably  with  some  of  the 
other  neighbouring  authorities.  Gelligaer  Rate,  for  example,  is  62 
per  thousand;  Aberdare  is  53.7  per  thousand;  Pontypridd  is  54.8  per 
thousand;  not  that  these  figures  are  of  any  great  significance,  for  at 
the  other  end  of  the  scale  the  rate  in  Mountain  Ash  is  35.6  per  thousand ; 
in  Llantrisant  and  Llantwit  Fardre  Rural  District  it  is  32.5  and  in 
the  Cardiff  Rural  District  it  is  38  per  thousand.  These  figures  only 
serve  to  show  the  considerable  fluctuations  within  a fairly  narrow 
geographical  area  and  reflect  not  only  minor  variations  in  the  pattern 
from  community  to  community  but  also  the  way  in  which  statistics 
expressed  in  rates  per  thousand  can  be  made  to  give  a false  impression 
when  one  is,  in  fact,  dealing  with  relatively  small  numbers. 

Nevertheless,  in  1964  there  were  37  illegitimate  births  in  the 
Caerphilly  Urban  Area;  24  boys  and  13  girls.  Even  when  contra- 
ceptive precautions  are  not  taken,  sexual  intercourse  very  far  from 
invariably  leads  to  a pregnancy,  and  the  amount  of  illicit  love-making 
which  resulted  in  37  bastard  children  must  have  been  very  considerable. 

In  my  introductory  paragraphs  to  this  Report  I commented 
on  the  trend  to  “soft  peddle”  harsh  names  and  supplant  them  by  more 
elegant  forms  of  terminology,  but  I think  that  from  time  to  time  a 
blunt  statement  of  fact,  as  in  the  above  paragraph,  does  more  to  stir 
the  public  conscience  than  all  the  social  workers  and  discreet  mothers’ 
and  babies’  homes  combined. 
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CAERPHILLY’S  MORTALITY 
TABLE  VI  DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES 


M F Total 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

3 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

7 

6 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

15 

1 

16 

— 

6 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  Maligant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

21 

18 

39 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

34 

51 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina 

51 

21 

72 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

4 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease 

9 

25 

34 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

9 

11 

20 

Pneumonia 

10 

11 

21 

Bronchitis  

22 

9 

31 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

3 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Congentital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Defind  and  111  Defind  Diseases 

19 

32 

51 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

5 

6 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

— 

1 

204 

198 

402 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 
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TABLE  VII.  ANALYSIS  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  DEATHS 


FROM  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS 


Age 

All 

Causes 
M F 

Cancer 
of  the 
Lung 

M F 

Coronary  Disease 
Hypertension  and 
other  Heart 
Disease 
M F 

Bron- 

chitis 

M F 

Under  5 

C 14 

10  13 

— — 

— — 

1 — 

It- 

15-24 

Z 1 

1 3 

— — 

— — 

— 1 

25-3  4 

2 — 

— — 

— — 

— — 

35-44 

5 4 

1 — 

3 1 

— — 

45-54 

17  16 

2 1 

9 2 

1 — 

55-64 

43  29 

7 

14  7 

4 — 

65-74 

65  59 

4 — 

21  18 

9 3 

75  and  over 

59  73 

1 — 

16  22 

7 5 

Table  VI  is  an  analysis  by  sex  and  principal  cause  of  the  402 
deaths  in  the  area.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  account 
for  135  of  this  total;  80  deaths  are  attributed  to  the  various  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  system, and  malignant  conditions  including  leukaemia 
account  for  another  79. 

These  figures  point  not  only  to  the  direction  in  which  national 
research  should  go,  but  also  to  the  conditions  against  which  we  should 
direct  our  most  powerful  health  education  guns.  The  most  prevalent 
single  cancer  is  that  of  the  lung  and  the  appropriate  column  in  Table 
VII  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  this  disease. The  prepond- 
erance of  males  over  females  dying  from  this  disease  is  quickly  evident, 
as  is  the  fact  that  no  cases  were  recorded  prior  to  the  age  of  35  years 
with  the  peak  between  55  and  64.  All  the  available  evidence  which  has 
stood  up  to  strict  statistical  analysis  points  to  cigarette  smoking  as 
being  a major  cause  of  this  condition,  but  in  view  of  the  early  age 
at  which  the  public  commence  to  smoke,  it  is  apparent  that  at  present 
a good  many  years  must  elapse  between  the  date  of  commencement 
of  this  habit  and  the  date  of  death  from  the  disease.  More  money  in 
the  pockets  of  our  young  people  has  enabled  them  to  commence 
smoking  at  a much  earlier  age  than  was  formerly  possible.  It  may  well 
be,  therefore,  that  the  present  younger  generation  will  be  affected  by 
lung  carcinoma  at  an  earlier  age  than  the  common  group  of  today. 
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The  ability  of  the  Police  to  enfore  the  law  which  prohibits 
the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  persons  under  the  age  of  16  is  very  limited. 
While  I agree  that  in  many  cases  cigarettes  passed  over  the  counter  to 
young  persons  are  genuinely  for  their  parents,  an  important  principle 
is  involved.  A child  who  has  been  regularly  purchasing  cigarettes  for 
many  years  experiences  no  embarrassment  when  asking  for  them  over 
the  counter,  and  therefore  has  no  fear  when  it  comes  to  purchasing  them 
for  his  own  use. 

Heart  disease,  and  in  particular  coronary  artery  disease,  is 
more  prevalent  with  sedentary  workers  than  it  is  with  manual  workers. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  this  is  due  to  the  types  of  fats  accumulating 
in  our  blood  stream  as  a result  of  an  unnecessarily  luxurious  diet 
and  inadequate  exercise.  Here  again  is  a need  for  long-term  health 
education  since,  as  Table  VII  shows,  deaths  from  these  diseases  rarely 
occur  before  middle  age.  In  Table  VIII  have  also  selected  bronchitis 
for  age/sex  analysis.  This  disease  is  particularly  prevalent  in  the  South 
Wales  area,  no  doubt  partly  because  of  the  local  climate  and  industries. 
It  may  be,  too,  that  the  hilly  nature  of  the  terrain  causes  more  suffering 
than  in  flatter  parts  of  the  country,  due  to  the  difficulties  which  they 
experience  getting  to  and  from  their  hillside  homes. 

Most  of  the  deaths  which  occur  have  some  element  of  unavoid- 
ability  in  them,  and  one  of  the  saddest  groups  in  Table  V is  that  comp- 
rising accidents  of  various  types,  suicide  and  homicide.  It  could  well 
be  that  most  of  all  the  11  in  this  group  would  still  be  alive  today  If 
care  and  reason  had  prevailed. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  one  death  from  poliomyelitis. 
This  occurred  in  the  Lansdowne  Hospital  in  Cardiff,  to  which  the 
sufferer  was  transferred  after  failing  to  respond  to  local  treatment. 
The  patient  had  been  in  hospital  for  some  considerable  time  before 
the  diagnosis  was  established,  and  although  family  contacts  and  bed- 
side visitors  were  immunised,  there  was  no  point  in  mounting  a crash 
mass  immunisation  programme. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

TABLE  VIII.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  (Except  Tuberculosis) 


Disease  according  to 
Notification 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

Isolation 

Hospital 

No  of 
Deaths 

Smallpox 







Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute,  Primary 
and  Influenzal 

2 

12 

21 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

73 

5 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

6 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

1 

1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erythema  Nodosum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

— 

— 

Although  it  was  before  my  time,  I am  often  reminded  of  the 
fact  that  in  Cardiff  until  as  late  as  1928  smallpox  was  constantly 
smouldering  in  the  City  and  that  diphtheria  as  a major  disease  was 
to  remain  prevalent  for  a further  15  years.  The  drama,  however,  has 
now  been  taken  out  of  infectious  diseases  as  far  as  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  concerned,  and  it  is  only  on  the  rare 
occasions  when  a local  outbreak  of  say,  typhoid,  poliomyelitis  or  small- 
pox occurs  that  the  newspapers  rush  to  banner  headlines  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  the  stage  at  press  conferences  while 
queues  clamour  for  immunisation  procedures. 

The  Table  shows  how  insignificant  infectious  diseases  have 
become  in  the  community.  The  only  real  notification  of  interest  was 
the  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis.  This  occurred  in  a patient  who  had  been 
in  hospital  for  some  considerable  time  and,  as  mentioned  under  the 
section  dealing  with  Deaths  from  Various  Causes  no  outside  source 
could  be  linked  with  its  incidence. 

Notification  of  measles  fell  from  557  to  73,  in  keeping  with  the 
normal  epidemiological  pattern  of  the  disease  which  reaches  epidemic 
proportions  every  second  year  and  which  lies  more  or  less  dormant 
in  the  intervening  year. 
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Every  year  I have  to  report  that  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  remains  incomplete,  and  as  evidence  of  this  I draw  attention 
as  I did  last  year,  to  the  peculiar  figures  relating  to  pneumonia.  Only 
two  cases  were  actually  notified  to  this  Department,  although  this  was 
listed  as  the  cause  of  death  in  21  cases,  12  of  whom  had  been  admitted 
to  hospital. 


TABLE  IX  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and, 
mortality  from  tuberculosis  during  1964. 


Age 

period 

NEW  CASES 
Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory 
M F M F ‘ 

DEATHS 

Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory 
M F M F' 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1-4  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5-14  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

15-24  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

25-34  years 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

35-44  years 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— — 

45-54  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

55-64  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — — 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

TOTAL 

6 

6 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— — 

Because  of  the  strenuous  efforts  which  are  being  made  to  erad- 
icate this  disease,  there  is  still  a consciousness  on  the  part  of  those  in- 
volved with  regard  to  the  importance  of  notification,  and  I am  satisfied 
that  the  above  Table  is  fairly  complete.  Again  the  trend  compared  with 
1963  is  in  the  right  direction,  there  being  only  12  new  notified  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  15  in  the  previous  year. 
Even  this  very  small  series  of  cases  shows  the  pattern  which  has  long 
been  noticed  with  this  disease  that  in  general  it  seems  to  affect  younger 
women  and  older  men.  The  liaison  which  exists  between  the 
District  and  County  Health  Authorities,  and  the  Chest  Clinic 
in  St.  Martin’s  Road,  Caerphilly,  continues  to  be  fruitful. 
The  School  Health  Service  administered  by  Glamorgan  County 
Council  from  the  Divisional  Health  Office  at  Ystrad  Mynach  includes 
a programme  of  annual  serial  skin  testing  of  school  children.  B.C.G. 
vaccine  is  offered  to  those  whose  skin  tests  remain  negative  at  the  age 
of  12  years.  It  is  assumed  that,  because  these  children  have  never 
come  into  contact  with  tuberculosis  naturally,  they  have  not  acquired 
any  resistance  to  it.  Vaccination  provides  an  appropriate  protection. 
Annual  testing  provides  not  only  an  early  opportunity  for  the  diagnosis 
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of  primary  infection,  but  is  also  a pointer  to  sources  of  infection  within 
the  community. 

In  the  schools  in  the  Caerphilly  Area  during  1964,  4,639  pupils 
received  a skin  test.  Of  these,  1,246  gave  a positive  result  and  3,393 
proved  to  be  negative.  Many  of  the  positive  results  were,  of  course, 
attributable  to  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  the  result  indicated  the  efficacy 
of  this  procedure.  Of  the  negative  children  449  in  the  relevant  age 
group  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Control  of  this  disease  is  largely  based  on  the  treatment  offered 
by  the  Chest  Clinic  and  hospitals  where  necessary,  and  on  the  intensive 
follow-up  and  supervision  of  families  and  contacts  initiated  through 
the  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council.  The  major  role  of  the 
District  Authority  is  in  its  willingness  to  offer  appropriate  Council 
housing  accommodation  to  victims  and  their  families  in  order  that 
cross  infection  in  crowded  environments  can  be  avoided.  In  1964,  as 
in  recent  years,  it  was  not  necessary  for  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  take  any  action  against  any  individual  under  the  powers  vested  in 
him  by  the  Control  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations. 


TABLE  X TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Table  X shows  the  Tuberculosis  death  rate  during  the  past 
ten  years  : — 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Deaths 

from 

Pul.T.B. 

Deaths 
from  Non- 
Pul.T.B. 

Totals 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

T.B. 

(all  forms) 
Rates 

1955 

36,960 

3 



3 

.081 

.081 

1956 

37,110 

8 

— 

8 

.215 

.215 

1957 

37,330 

1 

2 

3 

.026 

.081 

1958 

37,570 

2 

' 2 

2 

.052 

.052 

1959 

37,810 

3 

— 

3 

.079 

.079 

1960 

38,010 

6 

— 

6 

.105 

.105 

1961 

35,930 

5 

— 

5 

.166 

.166 

1962 

36,230 

3 

1 

4 

.082 

.110 

1963 

36,560 

3 

— 

3 

.085 

.085 

1964 

36,890 

3 

— 

3 

.081 

.081 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report,  the  principal  water 
suppliers  of  the  area  are  the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board,  (which 
is  a constituent  of  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board),  serving  the  Rhymney 
Valley  portion  of  the  area,  Nelson  and  the  Aber  Valley,  and  the  Cardiff 
Corporation  who  supply  the  Taffs  Well  ward. 

The  quality  of  the  water,  which  is  under  bacteriological  con- 
trol, is  satisfactory  over  the  whole  of  the  area.  There  are  no  plumbo- 
solvent  waters  in  the  area.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  area  there 
are  no  standpipe  supplies  to  domestic  premises.  The  only  existing 
standpipe  is  in  the  Fairground  at  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly.  It  is  used 
at  intervals  by  show-ground  people. 

The  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  carried  out  weekly  bact- 
eriological examination  of  water  as  follows  : — 

St.  Martin’s  Road . Caerphilly  Tap  Water  from  Watford  Tank — 

filtered  and  chlorinated  water  from  Tcf 
Fechan  Low  Level  Supply. 

Tap  water  at  Kingsley  Place  from  locrl 
source — chlorinated  only. 

Tap  water  at  Commercial  Street  from 
new  reservoir  near  Graig-yr-Hufan — 
water  from  Taf  Fechan  High  Level 
filtered  and  chlorinated. 

Tap  water  at  Bryngelli  from  Cwm 
Ceffyl  local  source — filtered  and  chlor- 
inated. 

Tap  water  from  local  source  at  Gellihir 
chlorinated  only. 

Cardiff  Corporation  carried  out  weekly  bacteriological  exam- 
inations of  water  at  Taffs  Well,  and  four  times  weekly  en  route. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  two  very  satisfactory  open  air  Swimming  Pools  in  the 
area;  both  are  owned  by  the  Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council.  The 
larger,  in  the  Morgan  Jones  Park,  has  a capacity  of  132,000  gallons 
and  the  smaller  in  Llanbradach  holds  103,000  gallons.  In  both,  the 
water  is  subject  to  continuous  filtration,  aeration  and  chlorination. 
Typical  analyses  of  the  water  in  the  two  swimming  pools  are  appended 


Senghenydd 


Ahertridwr 


Nelson 


as  follows  : — 
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Report  on  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 


Appearance  in 

two  foot  tube 

Caerphilly 
Swimming  Pool 

Llanbradach 
Swimming  Pool 

Shallow 

End 

Deep 

End 

Shallow 

End 

Deep 

End 

pale  green 

Clear 

Very 

pale  green 

Clear 

Colour  Burgess  Scale)  units 

14 

14 

18 

18 

Reaction  PH  Value  2 

J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chlorides  (expressed  as  Cl)  g 

121 

121 

110 

no 

Ph 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  N)  g 

TR 

ACE 

TR 

ACE, 

c n 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  j£ 

< 

NI 

L 

0.47 

0.47 

P* 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.14 

0.18 

0.98 

0.41 

Remarks: — The  physical  characters  of  the  samples  are  satisfactory. 


Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 


Description  of  Sample 

Caerphilly 
Swimming  Pool 

Llanbradach 
Swimming  Pool 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
bacilli 

0 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal 
coli 

0 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

REMARKS 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

The  privately  owned  Swimming  Pool  in  Taffs  Well  was  the 
subject  of  further  damage  due  to  winter  flooding,  and  although  quite 
a lot  of  renovation  work  was  undertaken  analyses  of  the  water  on  31st 
July  and  21st  August  1964,  were  made  with  the  following  results  : — 
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Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 


31st  July,  1964 

Description  of  Sample 

Spring  water  at 
Swimming  Bath 
Taffs  Well 

Probable  number  of 
coliform  bacilli, 
per  100  ml. 

180 

Probable  number  of 
faecal  coli  per  100  ml. 

18 

21st  August,  1964 

Probable  number  of 
coliform  bacilli, 
per  100  ml. 

90 

Probable  number  of 
coliform  bacilli, 
per  100  ml. 

50 

Remarks 

U NSATISFACTORY 

It  is  obvious  that  this  was  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  and  a 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  young  people  who  were  using  the  Pool. 
They  were  accordingly  advised  of  the  hazards  and  the  Pool  was  drained 
and  not  used  again  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Fluoridation  of  Water 

In  1964  the  Council  continued  to  support  in  principle  measures 
for  addition  of  fluorine  to  the  domestic  water  supply,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  incidence  of  dental  caries  amongst  school  children.  Neither 
the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  nor  Cardiff  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  have  yet  commenced  to  introduce  fluoride  into  the  water. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Plant  at  Nelson,  the  only  one  within 
the  area,  was  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  once 
again  proved  quite  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  local  residents. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  Urban  District  there  are  71  cess- 
pits still  in  operation,  and  this  unfortunately  does  not  show  any  marked 
improvement  of  a situation  which  has  prevailed  in  the  last  few  years. 

An  outstanding  case  of  outdated  service  of  houses  in  the  matter 
of  sewage  disposal  exists  at  Groeswen.  There  are  approximately  22 
houses  in  the  village  still  served  by  cesspools.  In  this  day  of  grace  the 
time  has  arrived  when  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  preparation 
of  a more  modern  form  of  disposal  for  this  community,  either  in  the 
provision  of  a sewer  or  the  renewal  of  well  contructed  large  cesspools 
in  place  of  the  rather  primitive  existing  ones.  These  cesspools  are 
situated  in  very  inaccessible  sites  and  make  the  task  of  servicing 
very  difficult  and  costly. 


Places  of  Entertainment 

All  places  of  Public  entertainment  are  kept  under  surveillance 
by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
generally  speaking  a reasonably  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
hygiene  is  being  maintained.  In  1964,  4 premises  were  regularly 
showing  films  and  4 were  holding  bingo  sessions  open  to  the  general 
public. 


Public  Cleansing 

Scavenging  of  the  area  is  completely  undertaken  by  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor’s  Department  of  the  Council,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  cottages  at  Cwmheldeg,  Nelson. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments. 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  came  into  force  in 
1963.  There  is  one  such  establishment  in  the  Urban  Area  which,  on 
inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  considered  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  standard  and  has  accordingly  been  licensed  by  the  Local 
Authority. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

Many  thousands  of  words  have  been  written  about  Food  Hygiene 
and  one  of  the  simplest  definitions  for  the  prevention  of  food  poisoning 
is,  “Clean  food  handled  by  clean  people,  in  clean  premises,  with 
clean  equipment.”  If  any  food  handler  adopts  a casual  approach  to 
his  attitude  on  hygiene,  let  him  be  reminded  of  the  27  fatal  cases 
of  food  poisoning  recorded  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
in  1963.  Of  the  106  outbreaks  examined,  it  was  established  that  79% 
were  due  to  cooked  meats,  and  made  up  dishes.  Only  6 were  due  to 
canned  meats.  Most  of  history  is  the  record  of  mankind  in  search  "of 
food.  A consumer  cannot  be  expected  to  remember  that  without  food 
protection  and  preservation  he  would  not  eat.  Canned  food  carries 
far  less  risk  of  bacterial  food  poisoning  than  ordinary  food.  It  is  expected 
however,  that  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Aberdeen  will  be  a 
lasting  lesson  to  food  canners  abroad,  that  care  must  be  taken  when 
using  untreated  water  for  cooling  after  canning.  It  can  be  safely  said, 
that  the  conditions  prevailing  in  South  America  would  not  be  tolerated 
by  food  Officers  in  this  country,  for  one  day.  The  Aberdeen  outbreak 
was  not  the  first  occasion  when  Typhoid  was  caused  by  the  ingestion 
of  infected  canned  meat.  The  prevention  of  food  poisoning  in  this 
country  involves  the  non-handling  of  prepared  and  ready  cooked  foods. 
The  handling  of  cooked  food  sold  retail  is  unnecessary  and  dangerous. 
The  hands  of  the  shop  worker  are  never  in  a safe  state  to  handle  food 
that  will  not  need  cooking  at  home.  Food  should  be  served  by  tongs 
or  slice  and  kept  cool  while  displayed  for  sale.  The  exposure  of  cooked 
foods  in  shop  windows  should  be  discouraged  unless  kept  at  a low 
temperature. 

Once  again,  a plea  is  made  for  the  amendment  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  to  require  food  handlers  to  be  supplied  with  a 
head  covering  which  will  completely  enclose  the  hair.  It  is  well-known 
that  the  hair  contains  micro-organisms,  which  can  cause  food  poisoning 
when  allowed  to  multiply  on  food  that  will  not  be  cooked  after  purchase. 
Assistants  have  been  seen  serving  food  with  an  “Indian  Squaw  type 
hairstyle”  the  hair  actually  being  in  contact  with  the  food.  The  pro- 
vision of  chromium  plate  and  formica  in  food  shops  will  not  have 
any  hygienic  effect  where  these  conditions  are  allowed. 

The  Departmental  Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Sir  David  Milne,  which  carried  out  an  enquiry  into  the  Aberdeen 
outbreak,  contains  many  lessons  in  Public  Health  Practice.  The  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  of  Aberdeen,  took  the  view  that  a strenuous  and 
dramatic  Public  Health  Campaign  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection.  The  Committee  took  the  view  that  the  world  wide  pub- 
licity which  resulted,  was  disproportionate.  It  is  important  that  no 
tatement  should  be  made  without  due  consideration  of  the  con- 
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sequences.  Modern  mass  media  can  play  havoc  with  any  Public  Health 
announcement  which  is  not  both  lucid  and  accurate.  In  dealing  with 
the  dissemination  of  the  infection  the  Milne  Committee  have  made 
a number  of  recommendations  with  a view  to  helping  those  involved 
in  the  Food  Hygiene  chain,  including  Manufacturers,  Retailers  and 
Housewives.  The  rules  of  clean  food  handling  are  simple,  but  they 
must  be  applied  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places. 

The  teaching  of  food  hygiene  is  essentially  the  job  of  the  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  in  recent 
years,  as  the  report  indicates,  they  have  much  to  their  credit.  During 
the  period  of  the  outbreak,  every  food  shop  and  store  in  Caerphilly 
area  was  visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Every  tin  of  canned 
beef  had  to  be  examined  in  a search  for  the  code  number  of  the  infected 
tins.  Nine  61b.  tins  were  discovered  and  destroyed  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Wet  Fish  Supply 

How  long  will  the  supply  of  wet  fish  of  the  traditional  type 
survive?  The  modern  technique  of  quick  freezing  fish  as  soon  as 
possible  after  capture  may  render  the  traditional  wet  fish  supply 
obsolete  in  a few  years. 

That  indecent  and  insanitary  object,  the  open  wooden  fish 
box  still  survives  and  must  play  a considerable  part  in  the  loss  of  the 
quality  of  the  wet  fish  which  ensues  during  transport.  Fortunately, 
the  returnable  open  wooden  box  is  gradually  being  replaced  by  im- 
pervious and  readily  cleansed  metal  or  plastic  container. 

This  process,  however,  is  too  slow  and  may  be  preceded  by  the 
demise  of  the  old  method  of  supplying  wet  fish  in  favour  of  the  quick 
freezing  method. 
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TABLE  XI.  Catering  Establishments 

Details  of  Licensed  Houses  and  Catering 
Establishments  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area. 


Ward 

Lic- 

ensed 

Houses 

Licensed 
Houses  serving 
Main  Meals  and 
Snacks 

Restaurants, 
Cafes  and  Public 
Dining  Rooms 
(unlicensed) 

Guest 

Houses 

Meals  Snacks 

Caerphilly  S. 

11 

4 7 

7 

2 

Caerphilly  N. 

5 

1 4 

3 

— 

Trecenydd 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Penyrheol 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Abertridwr 

3 

3 

1 

— . 

Senghenydd 

4 

4 

1 

— 

Taffs  Well 

6 

1 5 

2 

— 

Ystrad  Mynach 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Nelson 

9 

9 

4 

— 

TOTAL 

46 

6 39 

21 

2 

TABLE  XII.  The  Owners  of  Licensed  Premises  in  the 
Urban  District 


Rhymney  Breweries  34 

Fern  Vale  Brewery  1 

Hancocks  6 

Mitchell  and  Butlers  2 

Ind  Coope  1 

Brains  1 

Free  House  1 


All  the  premises  mentioned  in  Table  XI  have  met  with  the 
approval  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  respect  of  cleanliness 
and  hygienic  facilities.  The  Breweries  in  the  area  have  continued 
to  make  improvements  in  both  decoration  and  amenities  to  their 
licensed  premises  wTithin  the  area. 

Milk  Supply 

The  full  number  of  samples  as  requested  by  the  County  Lab- 
oratory in  Cardiff  were  taken  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  free 
from  tubercle  bacilli. 


Ice  Cream 
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There  are  157  ice  cream  retailers  registered  in  the  area.  All 
the  retailers  trade  in  ice  cream  produced  by  various  major  firms,  there 
being  no  local  production. 

The  mobile  soft  ice  cream  firms  have  been  receiving  attention 
because  of  the  importance  of  sterilizing  the  dispensing  apparatus. 
Every  effort  is  being  repeatedly  made  to  stress  the  importance  of  the 
hygiene  of  the  apparatus  used.  It  has  been  found  that  the  neglect 
of  thorough  cleansing  of  the  various  points  of  the  dispenser  is  the 
major  cause  of  the  contamination  of  this  food,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  processed  and  kept  at  a higher  temperature  than 
solid  ice  cream. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  8 licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  area  and  the  only 
remaining  slaughterhouse  is  that  of  Messrs.  J.  Jones,  Bros.,  13,  Ponty- 
gwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  food  animals  has  been  found 
to  be  of  far  less  importance  than  formerly.  Examinations  are  made 
for  this  disease  as  a matter  of  routine  together  with  many  other  diseases 
to  which  food  animals  are  prone. 

During  the  year  Table  XIII  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
examined  by  the  Meat  Inspectors. 


TABLE  XIII 


Animals 

Total 

Bovine  Animals  (other  than  calves) 

185 

Calves 

4 

Pigs  

267 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

1,089 

31 


Food  Examination 

Inspection  of  food  supplies  in  the  area  is  undertaken  both  by 
the  County  Sampling  Officers  and  your  own  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


TABLE  XIV.  Samples  taken  by  County  Sampling  Officers 
in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area  during  1964 


Almonds  (ground)  4 

Baby  Food  3 

Baking  Powder  ...  2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  1 

Butter  2 

Cake,  Sponge,  Pastry  Mix,  etc.  3 
Cheese  Spread  7 

Chocolate  Drink  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  2 

Coffee  and  Chicory  1 

Colouring  4 

Condensed  Milk  2 

Cooking  Fat  1 

Cream  1 

Curry  Powder  4 

Desiccated  Coconut  1 

Dessert  Powder  ....  3 

Evaporated  Milk  ..  . 2 

Fish  (frozen)  1 

Fish  Paste  4 

Flavouring  1 

Flour  3 

Fruit  (canned)  2 

Fruit  (dried)  4 

Fruit  Juice  2 

Glace  Cherries  4 

Health,  Salts  1 

Jam  ....  8 


Lard  . 3 

Macaroni  1 

Margarine  1 

Marzipan  1 

Meat  Paste  6 

Meat  Products  (canned)  2 

Milk  24 

Mustard  ....  3 

Orange  and  Lemon  Curd  1 

Pearl  Barley  1 

Peel  (mixed)  1 

Pepper  4 

Pie  Filling  1 

Salad  Cream  3 

Salt  1 

Sauces  7 

Soft  Drinks  9 

Soup  (canned)  2 

Spices  .2 

Suet  4 

Sugar  ...  3 

Sweets  4 

Table  Jelly  6 

Tea  ...  2 

Vegetables  (canned)  1 

Vinegar  2 

Vitamin  Tablets,  etc.  14 
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TABLE  XV.  Foodstuffs  condemned  by  Caerphilly  Health 

Inspectors 


Fresh  Meat 

Tinned  Beans 

2 

Pigs  plucks 

12  tins 

2 

Sheep  livers 

7 

Chickens 

145  lbs.  4 oz. 

Home  killed  beef 

Peas 

16|  lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

39  tins 

2 

Ducks 

34  lbs. 

Pork 

Tomato  Juice 

28  lbs. 

Lamb 

2 tins 

44  lbs. 

Cooked  Ham 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Tinned  Meat 

5 tins 

9 tins 

Cooked  ham 

17  tins 

meat 

FROZEN  FOODS 

16  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

Mixed  Vegetables 

35  tins 

Corned  beef 

213  lbs. 

13  tins 

Chopped  ham 

321  pkts. 

1-8  lbs.  tin 

Ox  Tongue 

17  tins 

Chopped  pork 

Cakes 

5 tins 

Jellied  Veal 

9 pkts  Eclairs 

29  tins 

Ham 

6 pkts.  Cream  Sponges 

12  tins 

Tongue 

9 pkts.  Arctic  Rolls 

4 tins 

Beef 

6 pkts.  Sponges 

Fish 

Steak  Pies 

17  tins 

Sardines 

38  lbs. 

21  tins 

Pilchards 

Puff  Pastry 

Mixed  Vegetables 

9 pkts. 

26  tins 

Mixed  vegetables 

Fish  and  Meat 

Rice 

242  pkts.  fish  sticks  (7  fillets) 

14  tins 

Rice 

103  pkts.  steakburgers 
6 pkts.  rainbow  trout 

Tinned  Soups 

9 lbs.  turkey 

55  tins 

Soup 

59  lbs.  chicken 
75  pkts.  fish  cakes 

Tinned  Fruit 

296  tins 

Fruit 

Cream 

1 bottle  dairy  cream 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

174  tins  Fruit 


5 pkts.  strawberries 
Condensed  Milk  3 pkts.  blackberries 

11  tins 


Evaporated  Milk 

10  tins 
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Shops  Inspection 

Shops  Inspection  in  the  Area  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  who  have  been  accordingly  designated. 

In  general,  conditions  in  local  shops  where  assistants  are  em- 
ployed are  favourable,  and  the  owners  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  any 
suggestions  made  by  your  Inspectors.  The  following  Table  shows  the 
position  at  the  end  of  1964. 

TABLE  XVI 


Aber-  Caer-  Caer-  Nel-  Penyr  Seng-  Yst-  Tre-  Taffs 
tridwr  philly  philly  son  heol  henydd  rad  cen-  Well 


Business 

N. 

S. 

Myn- 

ach 

ydd 

Total 

Food 

Shops 

29 

28 

21 

14 

7 

27 

25 

14 

20 

185 

Drapers 

Outfitters 

Milliners 

5 

1 

14 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

37 

Butchers 

5 

1 

6 

4 

1 

3 

4 

— 

3 

27 

I’ mongers 
H’ware  and 
Builders’ 
Merchants 

2 

2 

7 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

21 

H’dresser 

5 

4 

8 

3 

1 

3 

5 

2 

3 

34 

G.  Grocers 
Fruit 

F’ mongers 

5 

6 

9 

4 

1 

5 

5 

1 

3 

39 

Cafes 

1 

3 

8 

4 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

21 

Electrical 

T.V. 

Radio 

1 

2 

6 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

14 

Chemists 

Opticians 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

14 

N’ agents 
Bookshops 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

15 

Off- 

Licences 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Boots  and 
Shoes 

2 

1 

4 

1 

. 

1 

2 

— 

1 

12 
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TABLE  XVI  - continued 


Bakers  and 
C’f’ioners  2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

Furniture  1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

9 

Fish  Fryers  2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

15 

D.  Cleaners 

Launderers  1 
Pet 

2 

1 

4 

Animals  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hay  and 

Corn  — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Wholesale 

Distributors  1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Totals  66 

56 

108 

48 

15 

53 

57 

22 

47 

472 

Approx.  No. 

of  Assist.  59 
Emoloyed 

48 

325 

46 

18 

46 

43 

4 

60 

649 
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RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 


Mr.  G.  Simmons,  the  Pest  Officer,  employed  bv  your  Authority 
has  submitted  Tables  XVII  and  XVIII  which  show  the  w^ork  he  has 
carried  out  in  1964  as  compared  with  1963. 

TABLE  XVII 


Local 

Private  Business  Authority 

Wards  Houses  Premises  Properties 

Treated  Treated  Treated 


Rats 


Mice 


63 

64 

63 

64 

63 

64 

63 

64 

63 

64 

Caerphilly 
Nth.  and  Sth. 

121 

133 

7 

13 

7 

11 

128 

153 

7 

4 

Abertridwr 

52 

50 

— 

2 

1 

2 

46 

44  | 

7 

10 

Senghenydd 

34 

37 

1 

— 

7 

1 

36 

33 

6 

5 

T recenvdd 

29 

29 

2 

2 

— 

1 

27 

28 

4 

4 

Taffs  Well 

69 

58 

3 

2 

1 

— 

70 

58 

3 

2 

Y.  Mynach 

45 

90 

2 

2 

2 

1 

45 

88 

4 

5 

Nelson 

59 

60 

1 

1 

6 

5 

63 

62 

3 

4 

Penyrheol 

24 

19 

— 

1 

2 

2 

24 

22 

1 

— 

Total 

433 

476 

16 

23 

25 

23 

439 

488  | 

| 35 

34 

1963  1964 

Number  of  Manholes  on  the  sewage  system 

twice  treated  206  256 

Evidence  found  in  10  8 

All  infestations  on  farms  treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

TABLE  XVIII 


Ward 

Pri-  i 

vate 
houses 
treated 
63  64 

Local 

Auth- 

or- 

ity 

63  64 

Ants 
63  64 

Beatles 
63  64{ 

Wasps 
63  64 

Bugs 
63  64 

Wood- 
worm 
63  64 

Flies 
63  64 

Caerphilly 

(Nth.andSth.) 

5 

I 

11 

5 

10 

3 

12 

1 

7 

2 

J 

L 

1 

Taffs  Well 

3 

2! 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— — 

Trecenydd 

— 

1 

3 

10 

3 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 1 

Penyrheol 

— 

— 

12 

11 

4 

3 

— 

— 

‘ — 

— 

8 

8 

I 

— 

— — - 

Abertridwr 

3 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

8 

' — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

Senghenydd 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Nelson 

1 

— 

: 3 

3 

2 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

Y.  Mynach 

— 

12 

1 2 

1 

— 

2 

H 

— ■ 

l 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 11 

Total 

12 

34  30 

41 

20 

31 

1 

13  10 
1 

411 

16i 

1 

2 

— 12 
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It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  figures  that  in  both  the  control 
of  rodents  and  pests  the  amount  of  work  has  increased  considerably. 

It  is  interesting  to  speculate  on  the  reasons  why  this  increase 
should  have  taken  place.  Is  it  simply  because  the  number  of  properties 
in  the  area  has  increased  with  a proportionate  increase  in  the  rat  pop- 
ulation commensurate  wdth  the  increase  in  the  human  population? 
Is  it  that  an  increasing  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  public  of  the  service 
which  the  Local  Authority  offers  is  producing  an  increasing  demand 
for  that  service,  or  is  it  that  rat  peri-natal  mortality  rates  have  so 
improved  that  a disproportionate  rodent  population  is  developing 
in  the  area? 

I believe  that  one  of  the  main  causes  is  the  inadequate  care  which 
is  given  to  overgrowth  along  river  banks,  railway  cuttings  and  adjacent 
to  business  premises.  Perhaps  an  unexpected  result  of  the  Beeching 
Plan  to  axe  the  railways  will  prove  to  be  an  increasing  rat  problem. 
As  more  overtime  is  worked  and  more  people  seek  their  leisure  act- 
ivities away  from  their  homes,  so  house  gardens  are  also  becoming 
increasingly  neglected.  Scraps  thrown  out  for  the  birds  are  equally 
appetizing  to  rats  and  mice  which  can  hide  unmolested  in  long  grass 
and  weed-infested  borders. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  THE  RENT  ACTS. 

The  following  are  the  necessary  details  of  this  work  :- 


Intimation  Notices  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  181 

Abatement  Notices  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  39 

There  were  6 cases  of  removal  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 

- 


HOUSING 

At  the  end  of  1964  the  Council  owned  2,760  houses,  an  increase 
of  only  55  on  the  previous  year.  The  enlightened  Lansbury  Park 
development  scheme  was  commenced  in  April,  1964.  This  estate  is 
being  built  on  land  owned  by  Caerphilly  Council  but  outside  the 
Urban  District  area.  The  anomalous  situation  will  therefore  exist 
preventing  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Pest  Officer  of  this 
Department  dealing  with  any  problems  which  may  be  referred  to  us 
by  the  residents,  and  vital  and  other  statistics  relating  to  the  estate 
will  not  be  included  in  our  figures.  All  complaints  will  have  to  be  dealt 
with  through  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Cardiff  Rural 
District.  Nevertheless  your  own  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  still 
be  responsible  for  recommending  priority  rehousing  in  these  premises 
on  grounds  of  medical  need. 

In  my  1963  Report  I commented  on  the  unscrupulous  use  of 
medical  certificates  by  housing  applicants  anxious  to  jump  the  housing 
queue.  Most  General  Practitioners  will  say  that  in  these  times  of 
extremely  busy  surgeries  and  an  intense  pressure  of  work  which  does 
not  reflect  the  true  need  for  medical  assistance  by  the  community, 
it  is  often  much  easier  to  issue  certificates  on  behalf  of  the  patient  than 
to  waste  a lot  of  time  in  argument.  I do  not  blame  the  Practitioners 
for  taking  this  attitude,  in  fact,  I have  a lot  of  sympathy  with  them. 
Our  general  plan  is  now  to  discuss  privately  with  the  doctors  concerned 
the  various  certificates  which  they  have  submitted  and  in  this  way 
one  can  get  a truer  “off  the  cuff”  assessment  of  relative  need.  The 
statement  that  a person  is  suffering  from  a particular  medical  condition 
does  not  necessarily  imply  that  rehousing  will  benefit  that  medical 
condition,  and  whilst  an  acute  sufferer  from  disease  is  deserving  of 
every  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  community,  that  sympathy  should 
not  prevent  a dispassionate  appraisal  of  the  applicants’  residential 
requirements.  During  1964  Representations  by  this  Department 
were  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  Sub -Housing  Special  Consideration 
Committee  in  15  cases  together  with  4 transfers.  This  figure  excludes  re- 
housing granted  to  persons  whose  property  became  the  subject  of 
Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  imposed  through  the  Department. 
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My  1963  Report  referred  to  the  situation  which  had  arisen  in 
Thomas  Street,  Abertridwr,  when  as  a result  of  subsidence,  associated 
either  directly  or  indirectly  with  disused  mine  workings,  a number  of 
properties  were  considered  by  the  Department  as  being  in  serious  dan- 
ger of  iminent  collapse.  The  problem  continued  into  1964  when  a 
further  4 had  to  be  closed,  the  occupants  being  rehoused  when  nec- 
essary by  the  Council. 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  improving  housing  standards 
by  the  allocation  of  Improvements  Grants,  it  might  be  stated  that 
during  1964,  230  applications  for  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants 
were  received,  and  110  applications  were  paid  off.  This  represents 
a considerable  increase  over  the  1963  figures  when  there  were  133  app- 
lications for  Grants  and  41  were  paid  off. 

Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  Representations  were  made  and  confirmed  by 
the  Council  making  orders  for  demolition  on  8 properties.  Three  of  the 
families  were  housed  by  the  Council,  one  purchased  their  own  house 
and  the  remaining  family  was  housed  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 

Three  properties  were  still  occupied  at  31st  December.  In 
addition  to  the  5 empty  properties,  there  were  a further  22  properties 
empty  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders  making  a total  of  27  empty 
properties  an  eyesore  in  the  Urban  Area.  As  a result  of  Demolition 
and  Closing  Orders  and  those  affected  by  subsidence  at  Thomrs  Street, 
Abertridwr,  the  following  properties  were  vacated  during  the  year 
and  the  families  rehoused. 

Nos.  70,  72,  74  and  76,  Thomas  Street,  Abertridwr. 

Ty  Mynydd,  Abertridwr. 

North  View  Bungalow,  Pontygwindy  Fields,  Caerphilly. 

Rhos  Bungalow,  Pontygwindy  Fields,  Caerphilly. 

No.  26,  Castle  Street,  Caerphilly. 

A total  of  18  dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year,  the 
sites  cleared. 

Ten  visits  w^ere  made  to  temporary  dwellings  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  adequate  living  standards. 

Issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Following  upon  an  application  for  the  Issue  of  a Certificate 
of  Disrepair  this  was,  in  fact,  issued  in  respect  of  all  the  defects  out- 
lined. There  were  no  applications  for  the  cancellation  of  any  Cert- 
ificates. 
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Housing  Act,  1957.  Section  9. 

During  the  year  Representations  were  made  under  the  above 
Act  for  work  to  be  carried  out  on  5 properties  in  the  Urban  Area. 
When  the  owners  were  in  default  in  the  execution  of  these  repairs 
in  three  cases  the  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Lcoal  Authority  itself. 


LIST  OF  FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNDERTAKINGS 
IN  THE  CAERPHILLY  URBAN  AREA 

Abrasive  Paper 

Tuf  Abrasives,  Virgina  Park,  Caerphilly. 

Bakeries 

Glamorgan  Co-operative  Bakeries,  Taffs  Well. 

Botanical  Breweries 

G.  Bolton  and  Son,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Curly  Tops  Ltd.,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly. 

CAV.S.  Fforest  Road,  Taffs  Well. 

Brushes 

Western  Brush  Co.,  Treforest  Trading  Estate. 

Carpentery  and  Joinery 

G.  Newman  and  Sons  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  Tonyfelin  Road,  Caerphilly. 

E.  C.  Cases  Ltd.,  Taffs  Well. 

Caerphilly  U.D.C.,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Cartons 

Standard  Box  and  Carton  Co.  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Clothing  Manufacturers 

Osband  Bros.,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Coach  Building 

Cyril  G.  Morgan  Limited,  Old  Palace  Cinema,  Caerphilly. 

Coke  Oven  By-Products 

National  Coal  Board,  By-Product  Plant,  Nantgarw. 
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Concrete  Products 

Concrete  Products  Limited,  Austin  Grange,  Caerphilly. 

Fairways  Products  Limited,  The  Rhos,  Caerphilly. 

Dairies 

Cambrian  Dairies,  Aberfawr  Road,  Abertridwr. 

Depot 

Bulmers  Limited,  Caerphilly  Road,  Ystrad  Mynach. 

Dry  Cleaners 

Replacement  Cleaners  Limited,  Treforest  Trading  Estate. 

Welsh  Dry  Cleaners  Limited,  49  Cardiff  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Sun  Cleaners,  Glan-y-Llyn,  Taffs  Well. 

Engineering 

Elliott  Lathe  and  Tool  Works,  Taffs  Well. 

South  Wales  Forgemasters,  Garth  Works,  Taffs  Well. 

Welsh  Metal  Industries  Limited,  Trecenydd. 

Stadium  Limited,  Virginia  Park,  Caerphilly. 

Holbrough  Bros.,  Wingfield  School,  Llanbradach. 

Polycraft  Co.,  Pontygwindy  Farm,  Caerphilly. 

National  Coal  Board,  Tredomen  Works,  Ystrad  Mynach. 

Proctor  Bros.  Limited,  Rear  Bartlett  Street,  Caerphilly. 

Garran  Engineering  Works,  Nantgarw  Road,  Caerphilly. 

C.  and  C.  K.  Chase  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

R.  P.  C.  Bartlett  Street,  Caerphilly. 

B.  C.  S.  Garth  Works,  Taffs  Well, 

B.  M.  P.  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Light  Engineering 

Qualcraft  Ltd.,  Northview  Terrace,  Caerphilly. 

Reimer,  Cove  and  Co.,  Gwern  Avenue,  Senghenydd. 

Metalincs  (Wales)  Limited,  Ystrad  Mynach. 

Zinc  Alloy  Rust  Proofing  Co.,  Limited,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 
Golmet  Doors  Limited,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

T.  G.  Beddoe  and  Sons  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

T.  G.  W.  Equipment  Limited,  Caerphilly  Road,  Senghenydd. 
Metalincs  (Wales)  Limited,  Taffs  Well. 

Morfed  (South  Wales)  Limited,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Stadium  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Golten,  Portamat  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Industrial  Estate,  Caerphilly. 
Cyril  G.  Morgan  Limited,  Lawrence  Street,  Caerphilly. 

Excavator  Repairs 

O.C.C.  Spares,  High  Street,  Nelson. 
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Furniture  Depository 

D.  Evans,  Universal  Colliery  Yard,  Senghenydd. 

F.  C.  Brooks,  Northview  Terrace,  Caerphilly. 

Gas  Works  Repairs  Depots 

Wales  Gas  Board,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Wales  Gas  Board,  St.  Martin’s  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Gloves 

Western  Gloves  Limited,  Pontvgwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 
Planet  Gloves  (Industrial)  Limited,  Trecenydd,  Caerphilly. 

Heating  and  Ventilation  Engineers 

Cambrian  Engineers,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Mortician 

W.  Evans  and  Son,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 


Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 

C.  Darby  and  Son,  High  Street,  Abertridwr. 

Caerphilly  U.D.C.,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly. 

N.  Boobyer,  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Cyril  G.  Morgan  Limited,  Cross  Keys,  Garage,  Nantgarw. 
Glam-Mon.  Motors,  Ystrad  Mvnach. 

Caerphilly  Greys  Limited,  55  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 
Lane’s  Garage,  Caerphilly  Road,  Ystrad  Mynach. 

Nantgarw  Road  Garage,  Caerphilly. 

Griff  Davies,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Lee’s  Motors,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Robert’s  Motors  Limited,  Clive  Street,  Caerphilly. 

Robert’s  Motors  Limited,  Barlett  Street,  Caerphilly. 
Dynevor  Garage,  Dynevor  Terrace,  Nelson. 

Reliant’s  Motors  Limited,  Heol  Mabon,  Nelson. 

E.  F.  Williams,  Cardiff  Road,  Taffs  Well. 

Lucocq,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Gwindy  Service  Station,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly. 
John  Lee’s  Motors  Limited,  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly. 
Cyril  G.  Morgan  Limited,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly. 

G.  Rees,  Windsor  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Commercial  Motors  Limited,  Graig-y-Fedw,  Abertridwr. 
Wingfield  Garage,  Llanbradach. 

Panel  Beating 

Green  and  Crewe  Limited,  Nantgarw  Road,  Caerphilly. 

J.  J.  West  and  Yorath,  Garden  Street,  Llanbradach. 
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Plant  Repairs 

Holman  Bros.,  Garth  House,  Taffs  Well. 

T.  W.  Plant,  Glan-y-Llyn,  Taffs  Well. 

Ryan  Holdings,  Nantgarw. 

Portable  Buildings 

J.  Thorn  and  Son  Limited,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Printers 

W.  Ellis  and  Son  (Printers)  Limited,  Windsor  Street,  Caerphilly. 

Radio  Repairs 

Herriman  Bros.,  The  Twyn,  Caerphilly. 

Roofing  Contractors 

Baileys  (Bristol)  Limited,  Nantgarw  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Saw  Mills 

K.  L.  Bazzard,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly. 

E.  C.  Timbers  Limited,  Old  Colliery  Site,  Senghenydd. 

Shop  Fitters 

V.  and  C.,  Cross  Street,  Senghenydd. 

Slaughterhouse 

Jones  Bros.  Limited,  Pontygwindv  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Smith  Work 

Price  Bros.,  Wern  Crescent,  Nelson. 

Surgical  Instruments 

A.  C.  Daniels  Limited,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 

Tan  Yard 

Caerphilly  Fellmongers  Limited,  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Tar  Distillers 

National  Coal  Board,  Tar  Plant,  Caerphilly. 

Telephones 

Standard  Telephones  Limited,  Treforest  Trading  Estate. 

Test  Beds 

B. O.A.C.  Test  Beds,  Nantgarw. 

Thermostats 

Stadium  (Electric)  Limited,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly. 
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Timber  Merchant 

Timber  Yard,  Glyn-y-Llyn,  Taffs  Well. 

Upholstery 

Windsor  Upholstery  Co.,  Pontygwindv  Road,  Caerphilly. 


Wagon  Breaking 

I.  R.  Morkott,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly. 

Water  Filtration  Plant 

Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board,  Cwm  Ceffyl,  Abertridwr. 

Weaving 

Western  Fabrics,  Virginia  Park,  Caerphilly. 

Woodcraft 

Brancovic,  Nantgarw 

M.A.P.  (Woodcraft)  Limited,  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 
TABLE  XIX  Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

inios 

Number 

of 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

4 

14 

NIL 

NIL 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

99 

311 

NIL 

NIL 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

103 

325 

NIL 

NIL 
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TABLE  XX  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  < 
Pound 

Df  cases  in  which  defects  Number 
were  found  of  cases 

— in  which 

Referred  prose- 

Remed-  to  H.M.  by  H.M.  cutions 
ied  Inspect-  Inspect-  instituted 

tor  tor 

(D 

Want  of  Cleanliness  s.l 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

— 

- r 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (s.3) 

— 

_ j 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

i 

i 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (s.6) 

L_  ^ 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

( c ) Not  separate 

for  sexes 

6 

6 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outworkers) 

Total 

“ 1 

_ | 

6 

6 ( NIL 

NIL  | NIL 
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TABLE  XXI 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT,  OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature 

out- 

cases  of 

lrosecu- 

insr’  ces 

of 

workers 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

Work 

in  Aug. 

in  send’g 

failure 

in  un- 

Notice 

list 

list  to 

to  sply 

wh’s’me 

served 

Prosec- 

reqd. 

the 

lists 

premises 

tions 

by  Sec. 

Council 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 

Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

9 

Household  Linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 
Curtains 

Furniture  Hangings 
Furniture 

and  Upholstery 
Electro-plate 
File  Making 
Brass  and  brass  art 

Fur  pulling 
Iron  and  Steel, 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and 

Grapnels 

Cart  Gear  

Locks,  Latches  and  , 
Keys 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  Flowers  

Nets,  other  than  

Wire  Nets 
Tents 
Sacks 

Racquet  and 

1 

i 

Tennis  Balls 

Paper  Bags 

The  making  of  boxes 

other  receptacles  or 

parts  thereof  made 

wholly  or  partially  of 

Paper 

Brush 

Pea  Picking 
Feather  Sorting 
Carding,  etc. 
of  Buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  Toys 
Basket  Making 

i 

1 
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TABLE  XXI  (continued) 


Chocolates 
Sweet  Meats 

Cosaques  

Christmas  Stockings 

Textile  Weaving  

Lampshades 

Total 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

In  1946  the  Gower  Committee  was  set  up  by  the  Government 
to  investigate,  amongst  other  things,  the  working  conditions  in  non- 
industrial  employment.  This  Committee  reported  its  findings  three 
years  later.  Some  thirteen  years  later  the  Government  submitted  The 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Bill,  which  incorporated  most  of 
the  Committee’s  recommendations  concerning  non-industrial  employ- 
ment. The  Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  1963,  and  the  Act  came 
into  operation  on  the  10th  February,  1964.  This  became  the 
first  piece  of  legislation  dealing  with  non-industrial  premises  in 
in  a comprehensive  manner.  It  was  acclaimed  to  be  a “Charter  for  the 
White  Collar  Workers”  and  it  can  be  stated  that  if  all  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  Regulations  made  under  the  Act  are  properly  applied, 
it  can,  in  the  words  of  the  then  Minister  of  Labour  “be  another  land- 
mark in  the  development  of  social  legislation  in  Britain,  and  a major 
addition  to  the  Government’s  continued  drive  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions of  employment  of  our  people.” 

The  Authorities  responsible  for  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  are  : — 

(1)  Premises  owned  by  the  Crown,  County  The  Factory  Inspectorate 
Council,  Local  Authority,  Fire,  Police, 

Education  Authority,  Railway  Premises 
and  Factories  where  mechanical  power 
is  used. 

(2)  Offices,  shops  and  fuel  storage  premises  H.M. 

at  Mines  and  Quarries.  Inspector  of  Mines 

(3)  All  other  Offices,  Shops,  Catering 

Establishments,  Wholesale  premises  and  Local  Authority 

Fuel  Stores. 
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All  these  can  be  defind  as,  and  including  any  premises,  or  part 
of  any  premises  where  the  various  trades  are  carried  on. 

Having  established  briefly  the  types  of  premises  which  are  to  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  certain  categories  of  these  premises 
are  exempt  from  the  requirements.  They  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Premises  where  self-employed  people  only  are  employed, 
or  where  the  persons  employed  are  immediate  relatives  of  the  employer, 
i.e.,  husband,  wife,  daughter,  son,  parents,  brother  and  sister. 

(b)  Premises  where  the  total  number  of  hours  worked  by  a 
person  or  persons  does  not  exceed  21  hours  per  week.  The  number 
of  hours  worked  to  be  determined  by  the  total  number  of  hours  worked 
by  all  the  persons  employed. 

The  general  provisions  of  the  Act  require  that  premises  must  be 
kept  clean  and  in  a good  state  of  repair;  must  have  an  adequate  lighting 
and  ventilation  system;  thermometers  must  be  provided  in  a con- 
spicuous place  and  premises  have  to  be  heated  to  at  least  16  degrees 
centigrade  (60.8  degrees  Fahrenheit)  after  the  first  hour. 

Tne  premises  must  be  provided  with  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  conveniences;  washing  facilities  with  hot  or  warm  water  laid 
on ; soap  and  clean  towels,  available  for  the  use  of  the  employees.  A 
supply  of  wholesome  water  together  with  drinking  vessels  must  also 
be  provided.  Adequate  facilities  must  be  provided  for  the  hanging 
of  clothes  not  used  during  working  hours,  and  working  clothes  not 
taken  home.  There  should  also  be  available  a suitable  number  of  seats 
for  the  non-sedentary  worker,  and  seats  suitably  designed  for  the 
sedentary  worker  with  footrest  provided,  unless  it  is  possible  to  support 
the  feet  without  the  footrest. 

Rooms  where  persons  work  must  not  be  so  overcrowded  when 
work  is  going  on  as  to  cause  injury  to  the  health  of  any  person  working 
in  the  room.  On  determining  whether  such  rooms  are  overcrowded 
consideration  is  given  to  (a)  the  number  of  persons  working  in  the 
room,  (b)  the  superficial  floor  area  of  the  room.  The  standard  laid  down 
is,  where  the  ceiling  is  at  least  10  feet  high — 40  square  feet  per  person; 
where  the  ceiling  is  less  than  10  feet — 400  cubic  feet  per  person. 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  must  be  soundly  constructed,  prop- 
erly maintained  and  free  from  any  obstruction;  handrails  must  be 
provided  to  staircases  at  the  open  side  or  sides;  all  openings  to  floors 
must  be  securely  fenced;  all  dangerous  parts  of  machinery  must  be 
protected.  Another  important  section  of  the  Act  forbids  any  persons 
operating  dangerous  machinery,  unless  they  have  been  fully  trained, 
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and  no  person  under  18  years  of  age  may  clean  machinery  if  this 
exposes  him  to  risk  from  moving  parts,  (e.g.  bacon  slicing  machine). 
The  Act  forbids  a person  carrying  heavy  loads  which  are  likely  to  cause 
injury. 

First  Aid  boxes  and  cupboards  must  be  provided,  the  contents 
of  which  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  work  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed. 

Occupiers  of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  are  required 
to  notify  the  Local  Authority  concerned  of  certain  accidents  which 
occur  to  persons  in  their  employ.  It  is  an  offence  for  anyone  to  wilfully 
without  reason,  cause  anything  to  endanger  the  health  and  safety  of 
persons  employed. 

Under  Section  50  provision  is  made  for  the  making  of  new  reg- 
ulations prescribed  by  the  Minister  for  the  information  of  employees, 
working  in  these  various  premises.  These  will  probably  be  in  operation 
early  next  year. 

After  6 months  of  the  administration  of  the  newr  Act  in  the 
Urban  District  a pattern  is  emerging  showing  how-  the  employers 
have  accepted  the  Act  and  what  they  are  doing  about  its  requirements. 

It  is  obvious  from  our  experience,  and  indeed  if  this  is  any 
guide  to  what  is  happening  throughout  the  country,  that  the  national 
advertising  campaign  has  had  little  effect. 

In  our  area  where  approximately  460  premises  could  be  affected 
and  in  order  to  achieve  100  per  cent  registration,  visits  are  continually 
being  made  to  all  occupiers  of  premises  which  have  failed  to  apply 
for  registration.  Premises  such  as  banks,  insurance  offices,  multiple 
stores  and  licensed  premises  belonging  to  breweries  have  all  registered 
by  the  appointed  day  (1st  July,  1964.)  without  being  approached 
individually.  But  a large  number  of  local  shopkeepers  and  offices  have 
failed  to  do  so.  The  reason  given  why  registration  has  not  been  applied 
for  varies.  The  total  number  of  premises  registered  during  the  year  is 
218. 


Many  food  shops  had  obviously  confused  the  new  legislation 
with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  A large  number  had  never  heard 
of  the  new  Act,  and  had  not  seen  any  reference  to  it  in  any  of  the  local 
or  national  press.  Others  could  not  see  wrhy  it  was  necessary  to  register 
as  they  considered  their  premises  suitable  for  their  need.  It  has  been 
found  in  several  instances  even  after  special  visits  that  the  seriousness 
of  not  registering  does  not  seem  to  be  realised.  Section  49  states  that 
a person  who  fails  to  comply  with  an  obligation  to  provide  information 
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of  fact  of  employment  of  persons  is  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  £20. 

The  initial  inspections  undertaken  have  taken  the  form  of  a 
general  explanation  of  the  Act  and  the  distribution  of  the  explanatory 
pamphlet.  This  has  proved  to  be  a wise  policy;  many  have  indicated 
their  gratitude  for  the  help  given.  Subsequent  visits  are  then  made  to 
complete  the  survey  and  review  the  result  of  the  first  interview. 

One  fact  has  emerged  from  the  survey,  that  is,  the  marked 
similarity  of  what  is  required  in  a great  number  of  cases.  They  are  : — 

1.  No  running  hot  water. 

2.  Poor  ventilation. 

3.  Inadequate  lighting  (natural  and  artificial) 

4.  Very  few  thermometers  provided,  although  most  premises 
have  some  form  of  heating,  it  is  difficult  at  present  to  assess 
its  adequacy. 

5.  First  Aid  Boxes.  At  least  60  per  cent  have  some  form  of 
first  aid  box  ranging  from  a box  of  adhesive  plasters  to  the 
proper  kit  required  by  the  Regulations. 

6.  Reporting  of  Accidents.  Most  of  the  employers  are  ignorant 
of  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  when  an  accident  occurs  to 
one  of  their  employees.  It  may  well  be  that  when  the  In- 
formation for  Employees  Regulations  come  into  force  next 
year  a number  of  employees  will  take  greater  care  in  carrying 
out  this  requirement,  without  waiting  for  a visit  from  the 
Inspector. 

7.  Adequate  Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Washing  Facilities. 
A number  of  premises  have  been  found  without  adequate 
toilet  accommodation,  some  unsuitable,  others  insufficient. 
In  some  instances  no  washing  facilities  are  available  and  no 
suitable  arrangements  made  for  the  use  of  some  kind  of 
facilities.  These  will  be  dealt  with  in  due  course. 

It  is,  however,  encouraging  to  know  what  an  important  con- 
tribution the  Act  will  make  to  the  conditions  of  employment  of  nearly 
all  office  and  shop  workers. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  people  employed 
in  the  various  trades  and  are  based  on  the  applications  and  surveys 
completed  during  the  year. 


50 


TABLE  XXII.  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  VARIOUS  TRADES 


Ward 

Offices 
Tl.  M. 

F. 

Shops 
Bl.  M. 

F. 

Warehouses, 
Wholesale 
Tl.  M.  F. 

Catering 
Tl.  M. 

F. 

Fuel 
! Storage 
M.  F. 

C’philly 

South 

169 

67 

102 

313 

75 

238 

17 

14 

13 

45 

11 

11 

— — 

C’philly 

North 

57 

39 

18 

34 

17 

17 

17 

11 

6 

20 

5 

15 

— — 

Nelson 

7 

5 

2 

29 

10 

19 

15 

11 

4 

11 

3 

8 

I _ _ 

Ystrad 

Mynach 

452 

198 

254 

18 

3 

15 

14 

12 

2 

9 

3 

6 

— — 

Seng- 

henydd 

8 

3 

5 

38 

11 

27 

15 

13 

2 

14 

4 

10 

— — 

Aber- 

tridwr 

10 

2 

8 

43 

19 

24 

— 

— 

— 

22 

9 

13 

— ~ 

Peny- 

5 

3 

2 

30 

8 

22 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

6! 

Taffs  , 
Well 

78 

62 

16 

32 

11 

21 

— 

— 

— 

22 

9 

13 

— — 

Total 

786 

379 

407 

537 

154 

383 

78 

61 

17 

130 

36 

94' 

I 

— — 

Grand  Total  — 1,531  (630  Males  901  Females) 
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TABLE  XXIII 

Premises  which  have  been  subject  to  detailed  Surveys 


Wards 

Offices 

Shops 

W’sale 

Premises 

Catering 

Establishes 

Can- 

teen 

Fuel 

Caerphilly 

South 

34 

32 

3 

4 

1 

— 

Caerphilly 

North 

8 

11 

2 

5 

— 

— 

Abertridwr 

2 

5 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Senghenydd 

3 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Ystrad 

Mynach 

7 

6 

i 

1 

2 

— 

- - 

Nelson 

5 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Penyrheol 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Taffs  Well 

6 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Trecenydd 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  — 157 
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GLAMORGAN  COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES 
IN  THE  CAERPHILLY  URBAN  AREA 

With  the  exception  of  the  Ambulance  and  Mental  Health 
Services,  I am,  in  my  capacity  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  also 
responsible  for  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  Health  Services  in  the  Caerphilly  LTban  District.  Full  details 
of  the  work  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office  are  reported  to  the  Div- 
isional Health  Committee,  and  it  would  not  be  my  place  to  go  into  any 
very  great  detail  here.  Neverthelss,  Members  might  be  interested  in 
the  following  Tables  which  show  the  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  area. 


TABLE  XXIV.  Attendance  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  1964 


Clinic 

Children 
born  in  1964 

Children  Other  Children 

born  in  1963  under  1 

Total 

Attend- 

ants 

Num- 

ber 

Attend- 

ants 

Num- 

ber 

Attend- 

ants 

Num- 

ber 

Attend- 

ants 

Abertridwr 

57 

281 

59 

316 

42 

108 

705 

Caerphilly 

155 

1648 

141 

958 

78 

405 

3011 

Llanbradach 

81 

509 

63 

358 

52 

187 

1054 

i Nantgarw 

15 

36 

14 

85 

26 

71 

192 

Nelson 

70 

903 

65 

633 

69 

291 

1827 

Senyhenvdd 

75 

497 

47 

224 

35 

108 

829 

Taffs  Well 

22 

115 

19 

93 

17 

73 

281 

Trecenvdd 

153 

1077 

109 

727 

98 

345 

2149 

Total 

628 

5066 

517 

3394 

417 

1588 

10048 

TABLE  XXV.  Attendance  at  Ante  Natal  Clinics.  1964 


Clinic 

Number 

Attending 

Number  of 
Revisits 

Total 

visits 

Abertridwr 

70 

186 

256 

Caerphilly 

56 

184 

240 

Llanbradach 

90 

301 

391 

Nelson 

61 

216 

277 

Senghenydd 

92 

313 

405 

Trecenydd 

129 

406 

535 

498 

1606 

2104 
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TafFs  Well  Clinic,  Miss  Kitson  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  alternate  Thursday  mornings  at  9.30  a.m. 

Welfare  Hall,  TaflFs  Well. 


54 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

In  1964,  562  children  completed  a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  ad- 
ministered either  at  the  clinic  or  by  the  general  practitioner.  In  addition 
244  children  received  booster  injections  at  a later  age,  to  supplement 
their  primary  immunisations,  and  52  children  were  vaccinated  against 
smallpox.  This  latter  number  was  particularly  low  in  relation  to  the 
total  number  of  births  in  the  area,  and  the  reasons  for  the  low  figures 
probably  include  the  change  in  the  Ministry  policy  which  now  re- 
commends vaccination  against  smallpox  at  the  age  of  about  15-18 
months  when  regular  attendance  at  the  infant  welfare  clinic  has  tailed 
off,  and  also  the  fact  that  large  numbers  were  undertaken  in  1962  at 
the  time  of  the  local  outbreak  of  this  disease.  There  were  then  many 
temporarily  unpleasant  reactions  amongst  adults  vaccinated  for  the 
first  time.  Parents  have  been  rather  reluctant  to  submit  their  children 
to  the  procedure  in  consequence,  in  spite  of  efforts  to  impress  that  the 
effects  on  young  children  are  much  less  severe  than  they  are  on  adults. 
These  reasons  are,  however,  more  in  the  nature  of  excuses  to  explain 
the  lowness  in  the  figures.  I believe  the  true  situation  to  be  one  of 
extensive  public  indifference  and  apathy  combined  with  a lack  of 
adequate  publicity  and  public  education.  On  this  latter  point  I suppose 
I can  only  hold  myself  in  part  to  blame. 

School  Health  Service 

At  the  end  of  1964  and  the  beginning  of  1965  there  were  app- 
roximately 7.230  children  of  school  age  in  Caerphilly  Urban  District. 
There  are  two  Grammar  Schools,  five  Secondary  Modern  schools, 
twelve  Junior  and  Primary  schools  and  ten  Infants  schools. 

During  1964,  1,409  children  were  fully  medically  examined, 
and  all  others  with  recorded  defects  from  previous  examinations  were 
followed  up.  As  part  of  the  campaign  against  Tuberculosis  in  1964, 
4,639  local  school  children  accepted  the  universal  offer  of  an  annual 
skin  test,  and  of  these,  1,246  gave  a positive  result  indicating  in  most 
cases  that  they  had  already  acquired  a resistance  to  Tuberculosis. 
Of  the  remainder  wrho  were  negative,  449  were  given  B.C.G.  vacc- 
ination. This  vaccination  is  only  offered  to  children  in  the  12  years 
age  group. 

Health  Visiting  and  District  Nursing 

There  were  seven  Health  Visitors  and  eight  District  Nurses 
operating  in  the  area  during  1964. 


